Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 01798 102330Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-10 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-01 USIA-06 SP-02 AID-05 
/052W 

062426 102357Z/61 

P 1021 14Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4880 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUENOS AIRES 1798 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, AR 

SUBJECT: THREATENED STRIKE FAILS TO MATERIALIZE AS 
ORGANIZERS ARRESTED 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 1752 

TRAIN SERVICE REPORTEDLY FUNCTIONED NORMALLY THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY YESTERDAY (MARCH 9) FOLLOWING THE STERN WARNINGS 
ISSUED BY THE GOVERNMENT (REFTEL) ACCOMPANIED BY THE 
DETENTION OF SOME OF THE ALLEGED STRIKE ORGANIZERS AND 
A COMMUNIQUE BY THE LA FRATERNIDAD NATIONAL BOARD 
DEAUTHORIZING THE STOPPAGE CALLED BY SEVERAL UNION LOCALS. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, AT LEAST THREE UNION LOCAL 
OFFICIALS WERE ARRESTED IN THEIR HOMES IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE STRIKE THREAT. NATIONAL UNION LEADERS 
ATTEMPTED YESTERDAY TO SECURE THE RELEASE OF THOSE 
ARRESTED ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE STRIKE HAD BEEN CALLED 
OFF, BUT GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS RESPONDED THAT THOSE 
DETAINED HAVE ALREADY BEEN TURNED OVER TO JUDICIAL 
AUTHORITIES. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, YESTERDAY'S 
MEETING BETWEEN UNION LEADERS AND RAILWAY OFFICIALS 
DEALT SOLELY WITH THE PROBLEM OF THE ARRESTS AND 
DID NOT GET INTO THE INITIAL ISSUES IN DISPUTE - 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BUENOS 01798 102330Z 

WAGES AND NEW WORK RULES. THE PICTURE THAT 
EMERGES FROM THE PRESS COVERAGE, PRESUMABLY ON THE 
BASIS OF GUIDANCE FROM GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, 

IS THAT - AS IN THE CASE OF PAST LABOR DISPUTES - 
FIRM ACTION BY THE GOVERNMENT HAS AGAIN AVERTED 
SERIOUS LABOR TROUBLE. 
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